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A Research on the Socio-Ethical Implications of
Abraham Kuyper’ s Thought on Sphere Sovereignty

g% (Yong Joon (John) Choi, 3+5u] )
ABSTRACT

This article investigates how Abraham Kuyper(1837-1920), a Dutch theologian, politician, journalist
and educator tried to develop his idea of sphere sovereignty. He expanded Jean Calvin's theology which
emphasized the sovereignty of God into all the spheres of our lives. This is so-called Neo-Calvinism.
With this principle of sphere sovereignty, Kuyper argued that each sphere has its own sovereignty
established by God so each sphere should respect other spheres and should not intervene others with its
own power and authority. Based on this idea, Kuyper founded Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam in 1980
and gave his opening address with the title “Souvereiniteit in eigen kring(Sphere sovereignty).”
Furthermore, his idea resulted in the so-called pillarization of the Dutch society. Then the socio-ethical
implications of this thought both in the Netherlands and Korea are discussed. As a conclusion, we will
reflect how Kuyper's insight can be applied.

Key Words: Abraham Kuyper, sphere sovereignty, neo—Calvinism, pillarization, social ethics
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van de Vrijheid, 1946-1948)c] AATt Ak FA M AFE SGP(FH7INE D, De
Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij, 1918 ©]%) (d&2 718 F9]), CDA(7] 5-91513, Het
Christen-Democratisch Appel, 1977 ©]%) (el Z) ChristenUnie(7]% 13, 2000 ©] %)
(BB - Ml /5340 gtk HFme= CDA9T7 o] F olFHuZ)oln A}3]Fe] FFo=
= PvdA(x=%9, De Partij van de Arbeid, 1945 ©]%), SP(A}3 3, De Socialistische
Partij)7} 932 ZH3A A§F9 Mo VVDAFUFEZIWY, De Volkspartij voor
Vrijheid en Democratie, 1948 ©]%)¢} D66(%¥15 66, Democraten 66, 21 24 AFf)7F AT}

thgo WEol AS- JMAudE NCRVUME@= 7% gl e %, De Nederlandse
Christelijke Radio Vereniging, A% -7189]), EO(&ES%W<%, De Evangelische Omroep) L
232 VPRO(A}FG 7fAlxw 2] ¥ Vrijzinnig Protestantse Radio Omroep)7} o™ 3
FuoE= KROUZFE® #rjeuts, De Katholieke Radio Omroep)7} 31 AF3]F 9o =
VARA(®=%2}F &t] e o}ml3=0o] 93} Vereeniging van Arbeiders Radio Amateurs) 18] il
TH4d AFFodE AVRO(YuE grjowts 3%, De Algemene Vereniging Radio
Omroep)”7} ATt

w2 x3%to] AL sl CNV(HZ 7= %%, Het Christelijk Nationaal Vakverbond,
1909 o]%F) NwWvVgate w=%x9d", Het Nederlandsch  Werkliedenverbond)
Patrimonium(7§ 8 5¢] 1876 ©]$)o] i HFwolx NKVE#= 7158 =2 Het
Nederlands Katholiek Vakverbond, 1925-1976) @ FNV(d &= »% A%, De Federatie
Nederlandse Vakbeweging, 1976 ©]3)7} glom AlgFoo= NvvV(gate wx g
Het Nederlands Verbond van Vakverenigingen, 1906-1976), FNV(ida= »-2$% A%,
De Federatie Nederlandse Vakbeweging, 1976 ©|3)7} Z814 8F9d = ANWV(UE
gt oWt =% Het Algemeen Nederlandsch Werklieden-Verbond) 7} 41

AF ol A9 AR E De Standaard(1872-1944, /R&EF9]), Trouw(1943-d A}, /& =+
9]), Friesch Dagblad(7} & F9]), Kwartetbladen(1971\ 39 Trouws} E3; /N F9]), De
Rotterdammer, de Nieuwe Haagsche Courant, de Nieuwe Leidsche Courant en het
Dordtsch Dagblad, Nederlands Dagblad(At-f 718 5+2]) 2 Reformatorisch Dagblad(7} & 5
)7t 9o HFweE De Maasbode(De Tijd7} ®), De Tijd(Haagse Post9} a3 in
HP/De Tijd), Katholiek Nieuwsblad (1983 ©]%), De Volkskrant(1919 ©]%) 2 2o =n}
FeE AEE0] 9 AL F o= Het Vrije Volk(1945-1991) 9 Het Paroole] 183 &
294 A8-Fo o= Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant(AF2) 2 Algemeen Handelsblad(X} -
2 NRC Handelsblade} £3%), Algemeen Dagblad(A%]), Het Vaderland(X4), De
Telegraaf(5-H %) 2 De Courant/Nieuws van de Dag(5 #H2)o] At}
Stz AfAlwe] A9 School met de Bijbel(A 2SS 7F4 dtal)gls= /Aln-7)% &
sk AMEE T A HFue] A 2up 7hEY vt gow A F U]ES B
Tystuoly, Was HA QAo A9 Vrije Universiteit (X8 ™), Protestantse
Theologische Universiteit Kampen (7 Alstw 7§18 F9])7 dA v 3w Radboud
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ety GA 2 JRalae] A, SSR(Societas Studiosorum Reformatorum, 1905-1969)
1886-1905 "GSV Hendrik de Cock”, HdFu¥ AHC(HFA A, Aller Heiligen Convent,
1971-& A; 1908-1970 UKSV/UKSN), Alg]F2lE= ASV(L st 3 3], Algemene Senaten
Vergadering, 1892 ©]%) FUB(Federatie van Unitates en Bonden, 1948 ©]%; 1913-1927,
UNS) 283 $83 AF5F95 ASV(Yut A 3])9} FUB(Federatie van Unitates en
Bonden, 1948 ©]%; 1913-1927, UNS)7} $Jth.

Had aAZE e A NJjvgat= HAad 9%, Het Nederlandsch
Jongelings Verbond), 3 uE KAJOUTEZ =% A, De Katholieke Arbeiders jeugd)
KV(71E8 225, De Katholiecke Verkenners), A}3|F¢+ AJC(x=% HWd 4, De
Arbeiders Jeugd Centrale) 18]3l %32 AfFo= NPVUIEH= AFAE 3], De
vereniging De Nederlandsche Padvinders)7} <1 th.

zo=z WP A$, /MAuE Oranje-Groene Kruis (L#AA-ZAA), HAFu:=
Wit-Gele Kruis (-2 47}, Uyw A= St} Groene Kruis (541 o] th(Blom, 2000,
Dam, 2011, Huyse, 1987, Lijphart, 1968, Rossem, 2012, Stuurman, 1983).
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FtelH = o] Ad 99 FEE AxsUA ZE A7t AAAA 2 Zdze] o
A (popular sovereignty)@} =7}oll A & Hde] =7} FH(state-sovereignty) AHdS
AP 2 oA e stuser e, o d 2 A, s 5 AEe T
(intermediate bodies)”& EF ;. 7} 7|32 Zhz2te] J oA FHE 7z 33
Aol Ae s av dEFAAS} AIFAAE 2T e Fa SEAIE AA
T, B, ArdeE 52

ozt e U= SRle] EYAdS fAdke H w7 8%
e 2FEAE ASPa WA
o] Qlubial Hokrh ?

A&EA ARk Tud gAg TR A Fuet

A%
e Lot ol
r> ood M 4 N

=
fRorr oo o o oM

W= o

d

oo
N
N
N
N
18
>
>,
X
g
N
FL] .
By
(o]
b
=
1)
HO)
i

X E 3o

f
I
Ir
>
=)
it
fr
(3
i)
rr
off 4
r>'
ol
o
oft
=
o
e
b
o,
o
19
%oto A
Iy e

ol
1o,
ot
%o o

Rl
e

z 2 o

(
=

Lt
2|
P
>
totr
<
(o3
)
i
rlo
Y
)
o
o
i
o)
)
e
N
rlj
N
)
i
i)
2
2
it
rlo
ol
El
U
o ®

O
o2
i

- mlo
=
rlo

o
K
o
X
o 2
o[>

L2
)
ol
N
{o
e
o
HE
rﬂ
o
9
A
i
AU
et
>~ O
El
fivat
i
2
o fo
B~
el
N
S
2

(1N
ol
tlo
X,
e
S
>
toly
N
lo,
>
T
=
o
N
1o,
s
ot
>
i
2
X,
o
¥

i
i)
2

o
g
e
tr
oft
2L

ol

o 2
S
sy L
i
e to T
g
o

b oX
Ir o |o
=N£
)
oh

Ry
offl
> o
k1
)
-
Fe)
o

iih)

i
ol
fu o M

=
2
2
=
g2

= Jo

o Ko

o=
o o
fo o rio

)
pa)
o T
st
fit
o
=]
AU
i v I
T ofo

& 2
Fobs Agsel sob @rhn i FRALh whAsA

=
o]
o
ol
ol
H
Ac)
in)
rr
X
>
1o
R
M
By
1>
-
M\
2
X
o
il
2
(]
o
ok
RUNY
off N -
Jr ¥
g =)

o off v
|

gl al

A o AR ofd e Ao HH A fFaiety AFIF AUXA AT wnl
=7k WA-s Waietal dvk= Aol el

Flo)H o] ALz Ao td #BAHL 1880\ De Standaara®) 5733 ‘Gl 71EF% Wby
uisgezin)” o)t =24 YERGTH(Kuyper, 1830). 7]

[N,

=
A (Antirevolutionair 60k in uw



A e QA g Agel As B W Festtn F2ATh oo osth g el
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7, s opl) el s 7o) AH, Bg 0 EF, gAY Gl A%, A5 2 A
B AR B

oA WA EAESES AAA BAAA vE 29 AL Het sociale vraagstuk en de
christelijke religie(A}3] FA9} 71H5a)elts AEoz Z3SH A M (Kuyper, 1891, =43,
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